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June 12, 1876.] LAKE NYASSA MISSION. 451 

Seven sheets of the Topographical Survey of Sweden, To-oWo (Col. 
V. von Vegesack, Director). Eight sheets of the Topographical 
Survey of Norway, T001o0(3, with Title-sheet and Index-map; 
Sheet IY. General Map of Southern Norway, 4 oww > ^- sheet of 
South Bergenhuus Amt, -^oVw '> S.E. sheet of North Bergenhuus 
Amt, 2Wo"otr; S.E.'and S.W. sheets of Tromso Amt, ^mnnnr; 
Eighteen sheets of Norwegian Admiralty Charts (Geographical 
Institute of Norway, through Lieut.-Col. Broch). Map of Province of 
Kordofan (General Stone, Chief Staff, Egyptian Army). Eleven 
sheets of Admiralty Charts (Hydrographic Office). Boat Survey of 
Lake Nyassa, 1876, MS. (Mr. E. D. Young, R.n.). Map of part of 
the Malay Peninsula, 1876 (Quartermaster-Generals Department, 
Horse Guards). Map of Japan, showing distribution of Minerals 

(Lord Arthur Bussell, ivlp.). Map of Nova Zemlia, and North coast 
of Eussia, 1875 (Prof. Nordenskiold). 

The President in introducing the subjects of the evening, stated that the 
first paper was a letter which the Society had received from Mr. E. D. Young, 
who was originally engaged with Dr. Livingstone in the Zambesi Expedition, 
and who was afterwards in 1867 selected to inquire into the truth of the 
rumour of Dr. Livingstone's death. He performed that mission with great 
zeal, intelligenee, and success, and he was subsequently chosen hy the United 
Scotch Missions Committee to lead their missionary party last year to Lake 
Nyassa. His geographical zeal overlaid even his missionary work, and he 
could not, after establishing the Mission Station, resist the temptation of seeing 
whether Dr. Livingstone had really got to the northern end of the Lake. To 
his great delight he found that it extended full 100 miles further than Dr. 
Livingstone imagined. 

The following Letter was then read by Mr. E. H. Major, 
Secretary:? 

My DEAR SlR, Lake Nyassa, 19th February, 1876. 
I have very great pleasure in informing you that our Mission 

here has hitherto been quite successful, and that everything is 

going on satisfactorily ; the whole of the party is in perfect health. 
We have a very good station with plenty of provisions, and I have 
reason to know that our presence here has been the means of doing 
much good amongst the poor down-trodden people. 

After I had seen everything straight at the Mission Station, 
houses built, &c, I took four of our party and some negroes, and 

departed for a cruise round the Lake. The journey occupied us a 
month. It is a much larger sea than Dr. Livingstone thought; 
the north end extends to 9? 20' s. lat. In most parts it is very 
deep; no bottom could be found with 100 fathoms of line within 
the same distance from the shore in several places at the north-east, 
and there is a range of mountains extending nearly 100 miles, 
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452 LAKE NYASSA MISSION. [June 12, 1876. 

ranging from 10,000 to 12,000 feet above the Lake. There are also a 

great number of rivers running into the Lake, but none navigable 
for any distance: at the north end there is one running out of the 
Lake, which the natives call the Eevoma. While looking for the 
mouth of it, bordering on a marsh, we were caught in a tremendous 

gale of wind; we were compelled to lie-to all night, with both 
anchors down, and steaming ahead at the same time, and being on 
a lee-shore, short of fuel and provisions, were compelled to get out 
to sea the first opportunity ; in fact, I expected every minute to see 
her dashed ashore, where we should have been in the hands of the 

murdering Mizitu tribe; it is true it was the worst time of year 
for such a voyage. I send a rough sketch-map of the Lake, which 
will give you some idea of its extent. I propose returning home 
in a few months, when I will give you full particulars. 

The shores of the Lake are not so thickly populated as formerly, 
the greater number of the inhabitants having been carried off as 
.slaves. I visited all the Arab slaving stations, and the very sight 
of the steamer has struck terror into them ; there are nve dhows 
which convey slaves across, and I should think, from all I can 

gather, not less than 20,000 a year are thus carried off. The 

population on the south and west is centred round the chiefs, who 
are employed by the Arabs to make war with the tribes inland to 
the west, and those that are captured are taken as slaves. I firmly 
"believe that a dozen resolute Englishmen, with a vessel similar to 
this, and some few baies of calico, would put a stop to the whole 
traffic. I should be delighted to take the dhows at once, but my 
hands are tied at present. 

The scenery in most parts is grand in the extreme. 
The Arabs were so much astonished and frightened when they 

heard that the English had come with a steamer, that no slaves 
were conveyed across for a whole month?a clear proof that they 
are aware that we can command the Lake. O how I long to 
have a turn at them, and to clear the blood-thirsty wretches out 
of this lovely country! The common people are rejoiced at our 
presence, and for many miles around us slavery has ceased, as there 
are no Arabs brave enough to come near us. 

There was little rain, and there was no rise on the Lake till the 
middle of January, excepting at the north end, where it rained and 
blew tremendously. 

At some parts of the Lake there are numbers of villages built on 
piles in the Lake ; many people in other parts are living on barren 
rocks. They are the few who have escaped in canoes from the slavers. 
Poor wretches ! They are lingering out a miserable existence. 
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Should I remain here long enough I will make a more com? 
plete survey of the Lake in the season when the weather is more 
favourable; as it was, we had to lie-to for days and nights 
riding out storms. The steamer is a splendid sea-boat, steams 
well and sails fairly, and nothing smaller would be fit to navigate 
the Lake. 

We visited some lovely spots, and the sites of many villages 
where the ground was strewn with thousands of skeletons, the 
remains of poor creatures who were killed in attempting to get 
away from the slaving wretches. 

E. D. Young. 
To the Secretary of the Boyal Geographical Society. 

The Eev. Horace Waller said the service which Mr. Young had urider- 
taken had for its motive power philanthropy in its purest sense. Mr. Young 
Avas formerly gunner in her Majesty's Navy on board the cruiser Gorgon 
on the East Coast of Africa. There he first hegan to see Avhat the slave- 
trade was, and he was noted for his activity and zeal in carrying out his 
duties. He was afterwards selected by his commanding officer as a man 
likely to he useful in Livingstone's Expedition to the Zambesi, and in that 
capacity he gained the esteem of all the other members of the Expedition. 
Last year Mr. Young heard that many gentlemen in Scotland wished to do 
something for the memory of Livingstone, which would he more enduring 
than a mere monument in Glasgow or Edinburgh, and he was invited as 
a thoroughly competent man to give them the benefit of his opinion. He 
spoke at their meetings with a clear knowledge of Livingstone's wishes and 
thoughts, and told them that if they could only establish a Mission Station,. 
and launch a steamer on Lake Nyassa, they would be doing a great good 
to Africa, and carrying out Livingstone's most cherished desires. Every? 
thing Avent on favourably: men rallied round him who were able to provide 
the necessary funds, and Mr. Young Avas the right man to accomplish their 
object. Erom what he (Mr. Waller) had seen of Expeditions, he had no 
hesitation in saying.that if this Nyassa Mission had been led by a man less 
experienced and less beloved hy the natives, in all probability it would have 
added one more to the list of failures. The funds having been raised, 
the Scotch Committee applied to Mr. Yarrow, the shipbuilder in the Isle of 
Dogs, and had a steamer constructed of steel plates, in such form that each 
section would be a load for a man in carrying the vessel by land past the- 
cataracts of the Shire, and owing to this arrangement, the difficulties in the 
way of reaching Lake Nyassa from the sea by river had been overcome. In 
October last the steamer Avas successfully put together above the obstructions, 
and Mr. Young had the satisfaction of launching the first steamer on an 
African Lake. All who were acquainted Avith Africa, and had its future 
welfare at heart, mustjeel what an important event this was. If the slave- 
trade Avas to be confined within bounds, it must be by the navigation of these 
great inland seas. Mr. Young had proved that on the higher level on which 
the lakes were situated it was perfectly possible for Englishmen to live in 
health and strength. There were two ways of living in Africa. A person 
might settle down on the coast and live, but it would be mere existence, and 
he would hate himself for the langour and laziness he felt day by day, and 
would soon become useless to himself and everybody about him. If, however, 
he wished to do any good to the Afrieans he must get up to the high lands as 
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soon as possible. To live on the low lands was death or inaction, hut to get 
on the plateau was life and usefulness. It was a most significant fact that 
there had not been a grumble or a quarrel amongst Mr. Young's party, for it 
was the evil nature of fever poison to show itself first of all in grumbling on 
the part of those who otherwise would be the best of friends. Lake Nyassa was 
discovered by Dr. Livingstone and his companions, Charles Livingstone, Dr. 
Kirk, and Mr. Rae, in 1859: it was subsequently visited by Livingstone, his 
brother, and Dr. Kirk in 1861; and again by Livingstone in 1863 and 1866, but 
on no occasion was Livingstone able to get near the north end of it. He said 
that there were high mountains to be seen from the west coast, apparently 
shiitting it in. Mr. Young, however, had gone to the point where Living? 
stone tumed back. and found that the Lake extended far beyond it to the 
latitude of 9? 20' s. At first sight it might appear that adding an extra 
hundred miles to the Lake was only interesting from a geographical point of 
view, hut many people now indulged the hope that the effect would be that 
onore steamers would quickly be placed on the African lakes. The southern 
end of Tanganyika was now shown to approach pretty closely to the northern 
end of Nyassa, from which there was a clear water-way to the Indian Ocean, 
with natives willing to help the English in every way, as they had proved by 
?carrying the sections of Mr. Young's steamer past the obstructions. Eight 
hundred of them were engaged in that work, and not the value of sixpence was 
lost by robbery or destruction. Lake Nyassa was at present a no-man's lake, 
belonging neither to the Portuguese nor the Arabs. It wras the centre plague- 
spot of the slave-trade; for in spite of all the treaties that had been made on the 
coast, and in spite of the proclamation made the other day by Dr. Kirk, unless 
somebody in the interior worked iu accord with Dr. Kirk at Zanzibar, the 
treaties were only so much waste paper. The slave-traders w^ere at present 
doing just as they did ten or twelve years ago, sending 20,000 slaves annually 
across the Lake. 

One suggestion he had to make was that if the Government wrould supply 
Mr. Young with a boat's crew of man-of-w^r's men he would strike terror 
into the Arabs on both sides of the Lake, and do more to stop the slave-trade 
than all the cruisers on the coast. 

The President said he regarded the launching of Mr. Young's steamer on 
Lake Nyassa as the beginning of a long series of triumphs for civilization over 
barbarism and all the evils that attend the slave-trade. Mr. Waller's sugges? 
tion would, he was sure, not fall dead. There was no reason why there should 
not be two or three steamers on each of the four great African lakes; and if 
that were accomplished and centres of civilizing tendency established on the 
high lands, the conquest of Africa in the spirit of Christian zeal and civiliza? 
tion would not only be begun, but half over. He might inform the Meeting 
that the King of the Belgians was most anxious to take a leading part in uniting 
the different Governments and Geographical Societies in an international 
Congress, the object of which was to be to consider how the African interior 
might be thoroughly explored and the country taken possession of, not for ter? 
ritorial aggraiidisement, but in order to open up those great water-ways to the 
commerce of the world. He had no doubt that, before many months were 
passed, great progress would be made in that direction; and he was quite 
sure the necessary funds and assistance would be given when asked for. 
He had ventured to say this to the King of the Belgians, and felt that 
he had not promised too much for his countrymen, or for the Geographers of 
this Society. 

The following Paper was then read :? 
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schrift fiir allgemeine Erdkunde, n.f., Nos. 114, 125, and 126, and 
Zeitschrift der Gesellschaft fiir Erdkunde zu Berlin, Nos. 23, 35, 
41, and 51 (Dr. Koner, in completion of series). 

s 
L'Explorateur,' 

vols. i. and ii., 1875 (Editors). Transactions of the Eoyal His? 
torical Society, vols. i.-iv., 1869?1876 (The Council of the Society,. 
per Bev. C. Bogers). Diocesan Eegisters of Glasgow, vols. i. and ii., 
1875; Monuments in Scotland, by C. Eogers, vol. i., 1871; The 
Scottish house of Edgar, 1873; Boswelliana, 1874; and Estimate 
of the Scottish Nobility during the minority of James VI., by 
C. Eogers, 1873 (Grampian Club publications; from the Council of 
the Club, per Bev. C. Bogers). Scots' Staggering State, 1872; The 
Poetical Eemains of James I., 1873; and The Scottish house of 

Eoger, 1875; by the Eev. C. Eogers (Author). Beskrivelse af 
Tromso Amt; Kristiania, 1874 (The Norwegian Geographical Insti? 

tute). Selections from Eecords of the Madras Government, No. xlix. 

(H.M. See. of State for India). JJAfrique centrale d'apres Cameron, 
par G. Eenaud, 1876 (Author). Amphiorama, par F. W. 0. Trafford,. 
1875 (Author). Commentatio de geographia Africse Edrisiana^ 
auctore J. M. Hartmann, Gottingae, 1691; Histoire de Loango, 
Kakongo, et autres royaumes d'Afrique, Paris, 1776; and Descripcuu 
do estado, &c, da Capitania de Mossambique, por J. J. Nogueira 
de Andrade, 1790, MSS. (W. B. Cooley, Esq.). Tenth Annual 

Eeport on Colonial Museum and Laboratory, New Zealand, 1875r 

by J. Hector (Author). The True Travels, &c*, of Captaine John 

Smith, 1630 (W. Chandless, Esq.). The Eoof of the World, hy 
Col. T. E. Gordon, 1876 (Author). Anuario hidrografico de la 
Marina de Chile, Ano ii, 1876 (Captain F. Vidal Gormaz). General 

Eeport on the operations'of the Great Trigonometrical Survey of 
India during 1874-75, by Col. J. T. Walker, 1876 (The Survey). 
The Colonising Association, New Guinea, Eules, &c, 1876 (The 
Association). The History of New Guinea, by E. H. Armit, 187S 

(Author). Annual Eeport, for 1874, of U.S. Geological and Geo? 

graphical Survey of the Territories, by Dr. F. Y. Hayden, 187$ 

(Author). Die Triangulation von Java, Erste Abtheilung, von 
J. A. C. Oudemans, 1875 (Author). Monatsbericht der k. preussis- 
chen Akademie der Wissenschaften, Juni, 1872 (The Academy, in 

completion of series). The Ice Age in Britain, by Ealph Eichardson, 
1876 (Author). The evidence of glacial action in the Naga Hills, 
Assam, by H. H. Godwin-Austen, 1875 (Author); and the current 

issue of publications of corresponding Societies, periodicals, &c. 

DONATIONS TO THE MAP-EOOM FROM 8TH MAY TO 12TH JtJNE, 1876.? 

Map of the China Tea Districts, 2 copies (Beginald Hanson, 'Esq.). 
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